
MME 2023 Summer 
Workshop

Growing Sustainability, Accessibility, and 
Community Building in Your Parks



MME Summer Workshop | July 24-27, 2023

JOHN JACKSON, AICP
President

PAUL URBIEL, AICP
Senior Principal Planner



MME Summer Workshop | July 24-27, 2023

Agenda

Introduction: The Value of Planning for Parks

The Process

A Success Story: City of Royal Oak

Be Aware of These Dates! 

Grant Funding Opportunities 
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Why Plan for Parks?
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Why Plan for Parks?

Pragmatic Reasons:
• MDNR suggests updates every 

five years. 
• Provide a roadmap for decisions 

over the next 5 years, as well as 
long range planning of projects. 

• Address current and future needs. 
• Ensure eligibility for resources, 

including MDNR grants. 
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Why Plan for Parks?

… And also, significant opportunities
Parks and recreation stewardship 
provides communities with the ability to:
• Stabilize and improve home values
• Improve community health

Park Impact on Property Values

• 10% for urban home within ¼ Mile
• 10% for homes within 2-3 blocks
• 17% for homes near maintained vacant lot
• 20% for home fronting on passive open space
• 32% for residential adjacent to greenbelt
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Why Plan for Parks?

…And also, significant opportunities: 
Parks and recreation stewardship provides 
communities with the ability to:

• Advance broader goals related to sustainability, 
inclusion, and community building.

• Create an authentically community-supported 
vision! 
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About the Process
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Parks and Recreation Planning Process
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MDNR Requirements
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Community Engagement
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Inventory

Inventory of all 
Community-Owned 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities: 
• Size (acres)
• Park type 
• List of amenities
• Accessibility ranking 

(overall score)
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Key Facility Metrics

NRPA Standards
• Analyze existing and 

recommended land 
and parks

• Budget / staff

• Facilities: indoor and 
outdoor

• Trails

• Programming 
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Sustainability Opportunities
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Sustainability Metrics

• Tree canopy (perimeter, interior trees per acre)
• Native plantings
• Permeable surfaces
• Green stormwater infrastructure
• Solar energy systems
• EV chargers
• Bicycle facilities
• Recycling facilities 
• Transit access 
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Accessibility and Inclusion Opportunities



17

M M E  S U M M E R  W OR K S H OP  ·  Ju l y 24 -27 ,  2023

Accessibility and Inclusion
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Accessibility and Inclusion
• Approach and entrances 

(ADA parking)

• Indoor facilities / restrooms 
(includes drinking fountains)

• Access and routes to 
equipment:
 Play areas
 Sports courts / 

activity areas

• Seating

• Fall zone 
(surface material) 
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Case Study: 
Royal Oak 2023-2028 Recreation Plan
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Strategic Issues -> Guiding Principles
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Community Engagement

• Plan imperatives: 
comprehensive 
engagement and 
community-supported 
vision

• Build on and advance 
sustainability and aging-in-
place goals related to parks
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Interactive, Online Public Engagement Options
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GIS-Enabled Inventory
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Establishing Sustainability Benchmarks
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Example: Tree 
Canopy
• Median: Basset Park (24.2 

trees/ac)
• Maximum (non-nature park): 

Barton South (58.3 trees/ac)
• Minimum: Upton, Worden, 

Mark Twain (4.9 trees/ac)
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Considerations for Equity
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A Documented Summary for the Public 



29

M M E  S U M M E R  W OR K S H OP  ·  Ju l y 24 -27 ,  2023

System-Wide and 
Facility-Specific Action Plan
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Interactive Tool for Future Staff and Public Use
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Elevate the Plan, Implement More Effectively
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Schedule: Be Aware of these Dates!
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Typical Parks Plan Schedule

• Prepare Plan with Early Input – 4 - 6 Months
• Notice of Review Period
• 30 Day Review Period for New Plan or Update / 14 Days for Amendment
• Notice Public Hearing – at least one week prior
• Conduct Public Hearing
• December 31, 2028 Plan Adoption by City/Village Council
• February 1, 2024 Submit Plan to DNR
• December 31, 2028 Plan Expires
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Resources and Funding Opportunities
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DNR Resources

GRANT USES GRANT AMOUNT LOCAL MATCH REQ’D

Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund 
(MNRTF)

Acquisition of land or rights in land for recreational 
uses or for protection of the land

$15,000 - $500,000
(No max. for acquisition) 25%

Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 
(LWCF)

Mainly for the improvement of existing parks, 
though new park development is technically eligible. $10,000-$250,000 50%

Recreation 
Passport

Mainly for the improvement of existing parks, 
though new park development is technically eligible. $7,500 - $150,000 25%

SPARK 
Grants

Support and enhance neighborhood features that 
promote improved health and safety outcomes or 
address the increased repair or maintenance needs 
in response to significantly greater use of public 
facilities in local communities that have been 
adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic

$100,000 - $1,000,000
Eligible financial 

match is encouraged 
but not required.
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Growing Sustainability, Accessibility, and Community Building in Your Parks

Thank You!
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