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History of the History

2023 marks the 8th edition of the 
MME History

The history began soon after the 
inception of city management. 

• Early council-manager charters 
were passed in 1915 and 1916 



History of the History

The updated history spans the term of:
• 17 U.S. presidents
• +7 major wars or conflicts involving the 

U.S.
• WW2, Korean War, Vietnam War, Gulf War,  Cold 

War, War in Afghanistan, War in Iraq
• 13 recessions, including the Great 

Recession
• +40 natural disasters declared to FEMA
• Michigan increasing by 5.5 million 

residents 
• (^118% from 1927-2023)



History of the History



How It All Started

"Without an official name, elected officers, or 
official organization, a unique association of city 

managers is functioning in Michigan. And this 
anonymous group, which meets every two weeks 
on Friday, is gaining wide recognition throughout 

the eastern section of the state.” 
– From Public Management - March 1929



How It All Started

1927
• First Credited Annual Meeting
• 3 in attendance at a restaurant in 

Royal Oak
• This eventually grew to involve all 

Southern Oakland County 
managers in the following years



Why It All Started
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Why It All Started

City of Detroit
1920s

Corner of Griswold 
and Michigan Ave



Why It All Started – Education

• Early managers still had much to learn and 
were uneducated about how to run a local 
government

• Cities were not reacting well to natural 
disasters

• Annual Meetings soon turned into 
educational opportunities

• Winter Institutes from 1950-1989 were all held in Ann 
Arbor and involved U of M professors

• Some referred to the annual meetings as “going back 
to school”

• 1935 – A high school diploma was the 
highest educational achievement for 60% of 
managers 

• 1965 – Nearly 90% of managers had at least 
a college degree



Why It All Started – Networking

• Building a network to advocate for the 
profession of local government management

• **Communication methods of 1920s- had to 
come together physically to learn and get to 
know other managers

• Sharing best practices and celebrating 
accomplishments

• The small group of Southern Oakland County 
managers from the 1920s paved the way for 
more regional manager groups by 1968-

• Mid-Michigan
• Western Michigan
• Upper Peninsula
• Saginaw Valley



A List of Firsts

• 1917- First ICMA president from 
Michigan 

Gaylor Cummin, Grand Rapids

• 1917- First ICMA Annual Conference 
hosted in Michigan

• Detroit hosted the 4th Annual ICMA 
Conference

• 1927- First credited annual meeting 
for MI city managers

• First President- L.P. Cookingham, 
Clawson

• 1960- First Winter Institute with over 
100 in attendance

• 1973- First Summer Workshop held in 
Petoskey

• 1983- First black ICMA president
• Sy Murray, Ann Arbor

• 1984- Name change from Michigan 
City Management Association (MCMA) 
to Michigan City Local Government 
Management. Association (MLGMA)

• 1989- First female MLGMA President-
Elect

• Sheryl Sculley, Kalamazoo

• 2003- First female MLGMA President
• Kathie Grinzinger, Mount Pleasant

• 2016- Name change to Michigan 
Municipal Executives (MME)

• 2020- First virtual Summer Workshop



A List of Firsts

• 2024- First digital version of the MME History!



1st-7th Edition Revamp

• Page header timeline including 
past presidents and Winter 
Institute location and dates

• Updated pictures, where 
possible

• Bolded names for easy 
reference

• Brief “snapshots” of history 
that relate to conference 
events or Michigan 
managers



8th Edition Revamp

• Year in Review title pages
• Politics, Economy, Technology, 

Culture, Society

• About 3 pages per year
• Increased sessions at the Winter 

Institute over time

• Pictures of MME Presidents

• Pictures from MME Conferences 

• Patriarche Award winners

• ICMA Distinguished Service 
Award winners



Panel Discussion
Speakers:

Curtis Holt Retired City Manager, City of Wyoming

Deb Stuart City Manager, City of Mason

Ashley Latsch City Manager, Grand Haven

Moderated by:

Mark Wollenweber, MME Senior Advisor

Bill Cousins IV Retired Township Manager, Cascade Twp.
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